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Calendar of Events 
 
July 31-August 2— 
You’re A Good Man Charlie Brown 
Jefferson High School Auditorium  
 
October 9th -  Annual Boys & Girls 
Club Benefit Dinner - Featuring  
Ernie Kent - Oregon Ducks Head 
Basketball Coach and Former Boys 
& Girls Club Member 

 

 

 

Board Officers 
2008 

Jon Schmidt 
Chairman  
Bill Roop 

First Vice Chairman 
Jason Rock  

Second Vice Chairman 
Mark Patterson 

Treasurer 
Judy Gard  
Secretary 

Douglas Brooks  
Immediate Past Chairman 

 
New Location 

Orton Keyes  
633 Ranger Street 
Rockford, IL 61110 

 

For more information about the 
Boys & Girls Club of Rockford visit: 

www.RockfordBoysandGirlsClub.org 

 

 

Rent A Center Opens “RAC” Room at Club! 

����� On Thursday May 22nd, the “RAC” 
Room at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Rockford / Flodin Unit  was officially 
opened. Rent A Center VIP’s, Boys & 
Girls Club Staff, media and Club 
members and their families were on 
hand at the ribbon cutting celebration. 

     Since 2005, Rent-A-Center has 
teamed up with Boys and Girls Clubs 
to create and furnish 20 special "RAC" 
Rooms throughout the country to the 
centers that need them most.        

Our mission is to improve the 
quality of life for youth in our 
community regardless of sex, 

race, or economic background. 

Boys & Girls Club of Rockford 

����������	�

  Some of the new items that were given 
to the Club included: 

· Sofas and chairs 

· Wide screen TVs and stands 

· Video game systems 

· Stereo Systems 

· Dining tables and chairs 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

“Boys and Girls Clubs have always 
been a safe, inviting gathering place for 
kids of all ages. With programs de-
signed to build character and leader-
ship, help with education and career, 
and provide for healthy recreational ac-
tivities, the Clubs are truly a positive 
place for kids.”  

     “Our hope is that these furnishings 
will make an already-comfortable, car-
ing environment even more welcoming 
to the deserving youths it serves,” said 
Steve Johnson, RAC Store Manager. 

Ernie Kent to Speak at Annual Dinner  
�����To bring our 100 Year celebration 
to a fitting conclusion, Ernie Kent,  
one of our most famous former Boys 
& Girls Club member, will be the fea-
tured speaker at the Annual Dinner 
Thursday, October 9 at Giovanni’s. 

     Kent is the current head men's 
basketball coach at the University of 
Oregon.  He is credited with raising 
the standards of basketball at Ore-
gon. Under Kent, the Oregon Ducks 
have  reached the NCAA tournament 
5 times since 2000! 

     “This is a perfect fit for our Centen-
nial celebration. It’s a great way to let 
our supporters and 
friends hear how in-
fluential the Boys & 
Girls Club can be in 
someone’s life,” said 
Clifford “Chip” Stoner, 
President/CEO. 

     Tickets will be  
available July 14th 
and include dinner, speaker and  
auction items. Call (815) 972-5973.    
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Board Briefs       
     We would like to welcome Reverend Virgil 
Woods to our Board of Directors. Rev. Woods is 
the senior pastor at Allen Chapel located at 
3000 Rural Street.  

     Rev. Woods is a native of Des Moines, 
Iowa.  After graduating from college in 2000, he 
moved to Evanston, Illinois to pursue his Mas-
ter's Degree as he pastored Bethel AME Church 
in Clinton, Iowa.  Upon seminary graduation in 
2002, he moved to Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
where he was the Senior Pastor at Grant AME 
Church.   

     In 2004, he returned to the U.S. as the Sen-
ior Pastor of Allen Chapel AME Church, Rock-
ford, Illinois.  He currently resides in Rockford 
with his wife of 14 years, Teresa, and his two 
children, Carissa and Virgil II. 

Thanks to our Community 
Partners: 

     We would like to 
take this opportunity 
to thank the following 
sponsors of our 27th 
Annual Golf Play Day 
held June 2nd. 

Dinner Sponsor 

Liebovich Brothers, Inc . 

Lunch Sponsors 

Rock Valley Credit Union 

Anderson Packaging, Inc . 

Cart Sponsors 

OSF St. Anthony Medical 

Tri-State Subway Development 

Beverage Sponsor 

PepsiCo 

Fantasy Golf Card Sponsors 

11th Street Express Printing 

Giovanni’s 

Birdie Level Sponsors 

Alpine Bank 

AMCORE Bank 

Barrick, Switzer, Long, Balsley, 
VanEvera 

Larson & Darby 

Quantum Design 

Roofing Systems 

The Mounier & Larson Group 

Wilson Electric Co. 

Par Level Sponsors 

Farrell & Associates, LLC 

Menasha Packaging 

Rockford Bank & Trust 

WTVO / WQRF TV 

Boys & Girls Club Receives  
General Mills Grant 
�����The Boys & Girls Club of Rockford was 
awarded a $7,400 grant from the General Mills 
Foundation.  

     The grant will be applied towards the Boys & 
Girls Club’s Fitness Authority Program which was 
created to tackle recent child obesity statistics re-
vealing the number of 
children who are con-
sidered to be over-
weight has doubled in 
the past 20 years.  

     The Fitness Author-
ity Program educates 
members on healthy 
nutrition and physical 
fitness. 

Get To Know Us 
Triple Play: A Game Plan for the Mind, 
Body and Soul 

     Triple Play is a dynamic wellness program cur-
rently being offered in Boys & Girls Clubs that 
demonstrates how eating right, keeping fit and 
forming positive relationships add up to a healthy 
lifestyle.  The goal of the Triple Play program is to 
improve Club members’ knowledge of healthy 
habits; increase the number of hours per day they 
participate in physical activities; and strengthen 
their ability to interact positively with others and 
engage in positive relationships. 

Title Sponsors 



Summer Programs Begin!  

     The Boys & Girls Club Summer Program  is in full 
swing at the local units. Each club is offering a pro-

gram that will guarantee a truly memorable summer. 

     In addition to arts and crafts, games room fun, 
computer lab, activities in the gymnasiums and out-
doors, each unit is offering field trips to many locations 

in and  around the 
community. Here 
are some of the 
getaways and ac-
tivities planned:  a 
fishing derby, Al-
pine Pool, Lock-
wood Park, Magic 
Waters, local mu-
seums, Rockford 

Speedway, Cherry Bowl, Atwood Park and many 
more. Many of these field trips are possible through 
the Investment in Our Youth grant from the Rockford 
Park District  which allows us to enrich our 
programs with outings to Park District fa-
cilities and programs.. . It’s looking to be a 
great summer at the Boys & Girls Club. 
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Carlson Boys & Girls Club Reunion 
     The former Harlem Park Boys Club now known as 
the Boys and Girls Club—Carlson Unit hosted a reunion 
Thursday April 3rd for all former members and staff to 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Rockford. 

     Nearly 90 Club Alumni took the opportunity to come 
back and see the many changes that have taken place 
over the years.   

          “We wanted to give our former members a 
chance to reunite and reminisce with old friends, former 
teammates and past Unit Directors including John 
Harker, Kenny Snider, Erwin Lange and myself,” com-
mented Clifford “Chip” Stoner,  President and CEO, 
Boys & Girls Club.  “This is a very important year in our 
club history and we wanted to look back at where we 
came from and let our former members know they 
made our Club what it is today and show them where 
we’re headed.”  

You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown. 
     You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown will be performed 
in the Jefferson High School Auditorium Thursday, July 
31 through Saturday, August 2 with 7:00 p.m. shows 
every night and a 1:00 p.m. matinee on Saturday. 

     Tryouts were held in May at the 
Flodin Unit and members of the  
ensemble are from all of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs in the area. 

     You're a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown is a musical comedy with  
music and lyrics based on the  
characters created by Charles M. 
Schulz in his comic strip Peanuts. 

For further information, contact Elliot Welsh, Boys and 
Girls Club Theatrical Director, at (815) 713-9450. 

For more information of our Programs and Services click on our website at:  
www.RockfordBoysandGirlsClub.org 

Youth of the Year Award 
     Taylor Dixon is a true example of 
an extraordinary young man.  At age 
17, he was selected as the Youth of 
the Year for the Rockford Boys & Girls 
Club. Dixon is among hundreds of lo-
cal Youth of the Year winners across 
the country recognized by Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America for his sound charac-
ter, leadership skills and willingness to 
give back to the community. 

     Being named Youth of the Year is the highest honor a 
Boys & Girls Club member can receive.  The title recog-
nizes outstanding contributions to a member’s family, 
school, community and Boys & Girls Club, as well as per-
sonal challenges and obstacles overcome.  This program 
was founded over 80 years ago through the generosity of 
the Reader’s Digest Foundation.  

     Taylor, a Rockford Lutheran student, has been a mem-
ber of the Rockford Boys & Girls Club since 2000 and 
been a staff member for the last 3 years.  He has been 
involved in various activities at the club including baseball, 
basketball, table tennis, Torch Club, a Teen Reach repre-
sentative and was named Flodin Unit Youth of the Year in 
2007. 

     “The Club has become a place to share with others, 
helping other young people develop their own character 
and leadership skills, said Taylor. “Hopefully, I have in-
spired many young children’s lives over the years and 
many kids have inspired me and have become a big part 
of my life.” 

     “We are very proud of Taylor and pleased he was rec-
ognized as Youth of the Year.  He’s an inspiration to the 
youth of this community and a great representative of the 
clubs,” said Clifford “Chip” Stoner, President and CEO of 
Boys & Girls Club of Rockford.  



Club Units 
Blackhawk Unit 815-961-1213 * Carlson Unit  815-633-2287 * Flodin Unit  815-332-4988 *  

Jackson Elementary School  - 815-966-3385 * Northwest Unit  815-490-0700 *  
Orton Keyes Unit 815-316-0073 * Our Saviors Lutheran Church 815-399-0531* 2nd Congregational Church Unit  815-963-8431  

Administrative Offices  815-972-5973 * Baseball Offices 815-637-4329 Summer 

Of Rockford 

P.O. Box 1716 
Rockford, IL 61110 

Our “Wish List”... 
· Arts & Craft Supplies 

· Carpet 

· New 15 Passenger Van 

· New computers/software 

· New Board Games 

· Digital Cameras 

· New Gym Equipment/Basketballs, hula-hoops 

· Dance Dance Revolution for games room 

· Bumper Pool Tables, foosball, ping pong, etc 

· Stage & Sound Systems for plays and concerts 

· Large Grills for cookouts 

· Toys & Electronics age appropriate for all ages 

· Copy Machine 

· Volunteers 

Newest B&G Club Unit Opens!  
     The Boys & Girls Club has officially opened the doors to it’s 
7th location dedicated to serving the youth of our area.  

     The Orton Keyes Unit, located at 633 Ranger Street within 
the Orton Keyes housing community, offers an after school pro-
gram that includes cheerleading, sports, 
life skills, home work help and computer 
assistance and access.  A day program 
also operates during the summer provid-
ing structured activities, lunch, and field 
trips. 
     “The need is always growing in our 
area to serve additional youth. We’re 
excited to come into existing programs in 
the community and share our experience and skills that we 
have learned over the years at our other locations. It’s a win-
win for everyone involved,” said Kim Kuester, Director of Op-
erations. 


