
     BE GREAT is an idea which 
communicates that within every 
child there is the potential for 
greatness and all of us play a 
vital role in helping young peo-
ple find and achieve their 
dreams. 

· To donors, BE the one to  
make a difference and sup-
port the cause. 

· To alumni, BE nostalgic and 
connect with your local 
Club. 

· To community leaders, BE  
influential and help cham-
pion our youth. 

· To staff and volunteers, BE 
motivated and excel at your 
work with kids. 

· To kids and teens—BE      
awesome, BE amazing,        
BE anything you want to be.      

29th Annual Play Day 
Monday June 7, 2010     

Forest Hills Country Club 

 

 

 

 

 

     Mark your calendars and 
plan to join us for a day of 
GREAT golf, GREAT food     
and a GREAT cause. 

     For more Information or res-
ervations call  (815) 972-5973. 

Our mission is to improve the 
quality of life for youth in our 
community regardless of sex, 

race, or economic background. 

Boys & Girls Club of Rockford 
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Capital Campaign Hits $1 Million Mark!   
     The Boys & Girls Club 
of Rockford has reached 
the significant milestone of 
$1 million raised in their 
“Challenging You, Chang-
ing Youth” Capital Cam-
paign to renovate and con-
struct program space at the 
Flodin (left) and Carlson 
Units (below). 

     The $2.5M campaign was launched prior to the economic downturn but has 
persevered due to the untiring efforts of the steering committee headed by local 
business leaders Gary Marzorati and Jeff DiBenedetto. 

     “We didn’t foresee the hurdles we would face when the campaign began but 
we’re pleasantly surprised by the way things are going,” said Chip Stoner, 
President and CEO. “Our steering committee recommended that we use our 
time in 2009 to cultivate future prospects which turned out to be a great strat-
egy. We not only laid the groundwork for future pledges but as the economy 
began to strengthen, we also had some very generous contributions.” 

      Upon completion, each Club 
Unit will include: two multi-purpose 
activity centers, digital computer 
lab, games room, learning center, 
and all-purpose meeting spaces to 
facilitate small group program-
ming, in addition to mandated 
renovations providing handicapped 
accessibility.       

Plan to Attend the 2nd Annual Totally Retro Prom  

     After the huge success of last year’s event, the 
Totally Retro Prom is back April 24th from 7:30 to 
11PM at the Flodin Unit. The adults only Prom will 
feature 97 ZOK’s Steve Shannon, prom pictures 
of each couple, awards will be given for best 
dressed and the crowning of a Prom King and 
Queen. Advance tickets are on sale at the club—
$25 single/$45 couple. Cost is $30/ea at the door. 

     The Clock Tower Resort is a co-sponsor of the event and offering prom-
goers discounted overnight rates with CoCo Key passes included. Post prom 
activities will take place at Tilted Kilt Pub & Eatery with food and drink specials.  

     Last year’s Prom raised over $5,000 through ticket sales, silent auctions and 
donations and benefited the Flodin Unit’s computer lab, games room and gym 
equipment. 

     “We’ve had parents talking about this event since last summer and are ex-
pecting a great turnout and even more fun than last year” said Derek Papich, 
Unit Director. For tickets or information, call (815) 332-4988. 
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Get To Know Me…  
     We’d like to in-
troduce you to Kim 
Klinger, Unit Direc-
tor at Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church. 

My Background  I 
grew up and was 
schooled in Rock-

ford. I lived in North Carolina for a few 
years then returned to the area. My hus-
band and I are raising our 5 children that 
keeps things very busy and interesting. 

What inspires you?  The experiences I 
had as a child and some key people that 
played a positive role in my childhood. 
Being a person that can be a positive 
influence in a child’s life is the greatest 
feeling in the world. 

What do you do for fun? I love to read 
during any down time. When the 
weather is warm, I love to be on the wa-
ter boating, playing softball and having 
picnics in the park with my family. 

What do you like best about your job?
Giving children an opportunity to do 
something or see something they have-
n’t yet experienced (going to a Bulls 
game, Magic Waters for the first time, 
etc.). 

What is the most difficult part of your 
job? Family situations can be difficult. I 
have had to help a child with a death in 
the family, a parent being shipped over-
seas and a parent losing a job. They 
look to us to make things better and it’s 
hard to see them in pain. I do my best 
and try to be present for them. Some-
times all a child really needs to know is 
that you care and you’re there for them. 

What is something people would be 
surprised to learn about you?  I LOVE 
power tools! Give me my spiral saw and 
a sheet of plywood and I’m good for an 
afternoon. 

What is the biggest challenge you 
have faced?  Having a child with special 
needs has been the biggest challenge. I 
would like to say that I’ve mastered it but 
it’s a constant learning experience. 
Watching him struggle has definitely 
pushed me and made me a better per-
son. 

What is your best accomplishment? 
My children. Being a mom is the great-
est!  

Corporate Clubs Partners 
     A special thanks to our 2010 Corporate 
Club Partners. Our Partners are local 
businesses that support the mission of the 
Boys &Girls Clubs and are included and/
or recognized at our annual activities and 
in our marketing efforts. Membership is 
ongoing and businesses that would like 
more information can call our office at 
(815) 972-5973. 

Platinum Partners - 

Rockford Health Systems 

Dixon Realtors 

Diamond Partners - 

Associated Bank 

Swedish American Health System 

Barrick Switzer Long Balsley &  

  Van Evera, LLP 

Menasha Packaging 

Gold Partners - 

Rockford Bank & Trust 

Larson & Darby Group 

Alpine Bank 

B&G Clubs 
Keeps Warm!                        
We would like to 
thank the Nimble 
Fingers Sewing 
Class from the Rock 
Valley College's 

Center For Learning Senior Center who 
knitted 164 scarves, 39 winter hats, and 7 
sets of mittens and donated them to our 
Flodin, Carlson, 2nd Congregational and 
Blackhawk Units this past winter. A spe-
cial thanks to Joann Fisher who spear-
headed the event. 

Baseball Sign Ups 
     The DiMaggio and Clemente leagues 
for our 4—9 y/o players are filling up. 
Please have paperwork and fees into our 
office by April 12 to guarantee a position.  

     The season begins in mid May and 
runs through mid July. Games are Mon-
day thru Friday with 2 or 3 games per 
week.  All players bat in starting lineup 
and field in at least 2 innings every game. 



For more information on our Programs and Services click on our website at:  
www.rockfordboysandgirlsclub.org 

Thank You Bon Ton / Bergner’s Stores 
   We would like to thank the Bon Ton Stores / Bergner’s 
for their recent donation from their 2009 “Give Joy” holiday 
promotion. The Boys & Girls Club of Rockford received a 
check for $648 from the proceeds of Bergner’s plush ani-
mal sales. 

     “By hosting special promotions such as our Snow Bud-
dies, we and our customers help deepen the positive im-
pact the Boys & Girls Clubs has on so many children 
throughout the year,” said Bud Bergren, President & CEO, 
The Bon Ton Stores, Inc. 
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Digital Arts Festival 
The Boys & Girls Club 
of Rockford—Flodin 
Unit held a Digital Arts 
Festival January 24 at 
the Club. They are 
one of more than 
4,400 Clubs across 

the country joining in a search to identify talented young 
artists. The competition is part of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America’s (BGCA) National Fine Arts Exhibit program. 
This year’s winners were: 

Ricki Weber — Photo Illustration & Design 

Veronica Crichton-Hill — Music 

Breanna Ware - Photo Illustration 

Caitlyn Chappell - Design Music  Keeps Warm!                        

Carlson Unit Makeover 
     During February, the 
Carlson Unit had some much 
needed cosmetic work com-
pleted in the main entryway 
and the hallway leading to 
the gymnasium. In addition to  
new paint to freshen up the 
walls, a new linoleum tile 

floor was laid and new lighting was installed to give 
the 41 year old building a fresh updated feel. Tom 
Cortese, Director of Baseball and Mike Mohr, Baseball 
Assistant used the off season to do the work them-
selves.   

     “Walking into a Club 
that’s well lit, clean and 
freshly painted makes a 
world of  difference,” said 
Cortese. “The kids seem to 
appreciate the changes as 
well. They’re talking and ex-
cited as soon as they walk in 
the door.” 

B&G Clubs Help Haiti  
     Beginning January 25 and 
running  through February 5, the 
members of the 2nd Congrega-
tional Unit collected canned 
goods and money that will be 
sent to the victims of the Haiti 
earthquake. A total of 335 food 

items and $94.56 was collected.   

     At the Flodin Unit, "Making Change in Haiti" was a 
fundraiser where members collected spare change 
over the course of two weeks and were able to raise 
$150. 

Carlson Unit Benefit at Wild Wings 
     On Saturday March 13, the 
Carlson Unit was the benefactor 
of more than $900 at the Maches-
ney Park Community Celebration 
held at Buffalo Wild Wings, 1513 
West Lane Rd.  Over 500 people 
attended the event which in-

cluded Blazin’ Wing challenges (eating 12 of the 
menus spiciest wings in 6 minutes), appearances by 
local media personalities and 
giveaways including free wings 
for 1 year and the grand prize of 
a deluxe gas grill. Thank you to 
the management of Buffalo Wild 
Wings for your support. 

Rockford Rampage Volunteers at Club   
     The Rockford Rampage Indoor 
Soccer team gave back to the com-
munity via the Boys and Girls Club 
of Rockford during the month of 
February. Every Wednesday, play-
ers from the Rampage volunteered 
at the Flodin Unit for 2 hours and 
help members with their homework, 

play games with the kids in the games room, and participate 
in activities in the gymnasium.  

�����To cap off the program, a soccer tournament was held 
February 24 at Flodin. In addition, each participant received 
a free ticket to the last home game of the Rampage.   “It’s 
was a huge hit with the kids and players as well,” commented 
Derek Papich, Flodin Unit Director. “They were all so much 
fun and really helped out with the kids.  They were ex-
hausted when they left and I think they have a better under-
standing of what it is like to work at a B & G Club and just 
how much work it is.”  



Club Units        Blackhawk Unit 815-961-1213 * Carlson Unit  815-633-2287 * Flodin Unit  815-332-4988 *  

  Northwest Unit  815-490-0700 * Orton Keyes Unit 815-316-0073 *  

                               Our Saviors Lutheran  Church Unit 815-399-0531* 2nd Congregational Church Unit  815-963-8431 * 

Administrative Offices  815-972-5973 * Baseball Offices 815-637-4329 Summer 

Of Rockford 

P.O. Box 1716 

Rockford, IL 61110 

How We Impact Our Community 
     What impact are we having on our members 
who participate, particularly the youth at risk who 
are at the core of our mission?  Our recent out-
come/ impact study shows that, of our Boys & 
Girls Club members: 

· 97% advanced to the next grade; 

· 82% maintained or improved grades; 

· 94% maintained or improved school atten-
dance 

· 92% maintained or improved behavior 

     We will continue to monitor outcomes as we 
continually work to expand the numbers to make 
a positive difference in the lives of our kids. 

Triple Play: A Game Plan for the Mind, Body 
and Soul 
     Triple Play is a dynamic wellness program currently being of-
fered in Boys & Girls Clubs that demonstrates how eating right, 
keeping fit and forming positive relationships add up to a healthy 
lifestyle.  The goal of the Triple Play program is to improve Club 
members’ knowledge of healthy habits, increase the number of 
hours per day they participate in physical activities and strengthen 
their ability to interact positively with others and engage in positive 
relationships. The program components include: 

Healthy Habits Nutrition Curriculum                                           
Daily Challenges                                                                      
Sports Clubs                                                                                
Triple Play Games                                                                       
Social Recreation 


