Creating Hope For Youth..

More than 100 years ago, the humble beginnings of the
Rockford Boys Club were started by civic-minded volunteers
led by Jesse Spafford. What initially started out as a safe place
to keep boys off the streets and to help them stay out of trou-
ble, the Rockford Boys Club, known today as the Boys & Girls
Club of Rockford, has successfully developed into a nonprofit
~ | organization that operates 7 locations serving an average daily
_ attendance of 850 girls and boys.

By Bill Roop, Board President

In total, BGCR serves 9,000 youths annually through its
membership and outreach efforts. The clubs are built on a foundation of four
core beliefs that each club must provide: 1) a safe, fun place to learn and grow,
2) ongoing relationships with caring adult professionals, 3) life-enhancing pro-
grams and character development experiences and 4) hope and opportunity.

While our organization is widely known for our successful athletic programs,
the club offers program activities in five areas, including character develop-
ment; health and life skills; the areas and sports, fithess and recreation. Of
these five areas, we are very proud of the focus our professional staff makes in
the area of education and career development.

The effect our club has in regard
to this area is astounding. 97% of our
members have advanced to the next
grade level and 82% have main-
tained or improved their grades. In
addition, 94% have maintained or
improved their school attendance
and 92% have maintained or im-
proved their behavior.

These statistics tell the story of the Boys & Girls Club. It is our dedication to
youths and our ongoing support of youths that help us improve the quality of
life for children and teenagers. Through our education and career develop-
ment lessons, we enable youths to become proficient in basic educational dis-
ciplines, to apply learning to everyday situations and to embrace technology to
achieve success in a future career.

The ongoing and committed support of our donors, sponsors and commu-
nity partners allows our club to continue touching the lives of youths.

As a partially state-funded organization, the Boys & Girls Club has experi-
enced a decline in state funding. This reduction combined with and ever in-
creasing number of kids in need continues to present challenges on our re-
sources and operating budget, Our funding continues to decrease as the num-
ber of kids we need to serve increases.

There are many ways in which people can help the Boys & Girls Club con-
tinue to fulfill its mission.

People can make a donation, serve as a volunteer or simply share the
club’s story. If you know of a child in need of the club’s services, | urge you to
contact a club today.

Working together, our community can generate hope and opportunity for
thousands of kids who need it most.

*This article was edited from a Guest Editorial in the Rockford Register Star July 3, 2010
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Volunteer Recognized

Kristal Leos, a

« Guilford High School
student, was chosen
Youth Volunteer of
the Year by the
United Way at a re-
ception honoring both
adult and youth community volun-
teers.

Leos was nominated by the Boys
& Girls Club Second Congregational
Unit for her work with after-school
programs for the past 2 years.

“Kristin puts others ahead of her-
self on a daily basis. Her role model
is her mother who has volunteered
in the community for years”, said
Oscar Martinez, Unit Director at 2nd
Congregational Unit

Michelle Angileri, United Way
Communications Manager said non-
profit organizations would be lost
without volunteers.

Golf Outing Success!

The 29th Annual Golf Play Day
was a great success due to our gen-
erous sponsors, Corporate Club
members, attendees and a warm
summer day. Held at Forest Hills

; = Country Club, 113
golfers teed off later
than expected but
had a wonderful
round on the well
manicured course.

With 6 more 4-somes and 17 addi-
tional hole sponsors than last year,
nearly $16,000 was raised for the
organization. Thank you to all who
made this event possible.

Our mission is to improve the
quality of life for youth in our
community regardless of sex,
race, or economic background.

Boys & Girls Club of Rockford
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Get To Know Me...

Misty Owens Meyers
Ass’t.Director / Carlson Unit

My Background:

| was raised and schooled

in the Rockford area. My

older brother lives in Ne-
braska with his wife and two daughters
and my younger sister works at Flodin. |
started working at the Carlson Unit in
July 2006 and took the role as Assistant
Director in 2008. | recently married my
husband Danny and have a two year old
son Owen.

What inspires you?

| want to make sure that today's youth
knows there is a place for them to go,
people that really care about them, and
will do their best to help them with what-
ever they need...even if it's just someone
to talk to.

What do you do for fun?

| really enjoy hanging out with family and
great friends enjoying some amazing
food.

What do you like best about your job?

Seeing how happy the kids can be over
the smallest things. | remember making
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for a
snack one day at the club and | over-
heard a member say, “This sandwich is
as good as the ones my grandma
makes!" Who wouldn't love that?

What is the hardest part of your job?

Seeing families that are trying so hard to
get by, but just aren't making it...seeing
holes in the soles of kids' shoes, no jack-
ets or coats in the cold and kids telling
me there just isn't enough food to eat at
home...that's hard.

What is something people would be sur-
prised to learn about you?

| started flying single engine airplanes at
the age of 14.

What was your biggest challenge?
Losing my mom when | was 11.
What is your best accomplishment?

Being a mom! | always admired friends
who had children and worked or went to
school, but | never really understood the
magnitude of it all until I had my own.

Corporate Clubs Partners

A special thanks to our 2010 Corporate
Club Partners. Our Partners are local
businesses that support the mission of the
Boys & Girls Clubs and are included and/
or recognized at our annual activities and
in our marketing efforts. Membership is
ongoing and businesses that would like
more information can call our office at
(815) 972-5973.

Platinum Partners -
Rockford Health Systems
Dixon Realtors
Diamond Partners -
Associated Bank
Swedish American Health System

Barrick Switzer Long Balsley
& Van Evera, LLP

Menasha Packaging
Stenstrom Companies
Gold Partners -
Rockford Bank & Trust
Larson & Darby Group
Alpine Bank

A Special Thanks

The Rockford Park District
has once again enhanced our
summer program by provid-
ing passes for outings to Park
District facilities and pro-
grams through their Investment in Our
Youth grant. We appreciate the Park Dis-
trict’s continued support and partnership.

This fall at
the Flodin
Unit, the
after school
tutoring program will be re-named the
Grainger Power Hour thanks to a gener-
ous donation made by Grainger Industrial
Supply. An additional part time tutor will
be in place as well as new supplies,
desks, computer software and furnishings.
We thank Grainger for reaching out to
help the youths
of this commu-
nity.




Football Season Off To Great Start

The 2010 Boys & Girls Club
Junior Tackle Football season has
begun and by the registration num-
bers, it looks to be a great year.
The Carlson Huskie Football
squads had 190 youths sign up in
the three divisions -Flyweight,
Lightweight and Heavyweight- making it their best year
ever.

The Flodin Unit and Ken Rock football program have
merged to form the Rockford Football Teams consisting of
three squads as well and had 70 registrations.

“We're really excited about the great turnouts for both
leagues,” said Derek Papich, Area Director for Boys &
Girls Club and Board Member for the Rock Valley Junior
Tackle. “To fill both lightweight and flyweight squads in the
first year at Rockford Football and the high numbers at
Carlson really bodes well for both programs.”

Practices have started and the first games begin the
week of August 21. The season runs 8 weeks followed by
the post season ending Halloween weekend.

Summer Fun at SCC

2nd Congregational Church
was quite active for nearly 80
youths that attended the sum-
mer program.

A soccer program was led by
Robert Morris College soccer
players twice a week that included drills, stretches and
games. There was a volleyball program for 20 kids that
met once a week and a tennis program that was led by
the Rockford Park District Youth Sports department.

Field trips included the Carlson Ice Arena, Harkins
Pool, Forest City Queen, Park District Trolley, Jefferson
High School for a theater play and Magic Waters.

Steppin Out This Summer, a collaboration with the
YMCA is a program that encourages each youth to walk
a total of 300 minutes throughout summer.

Special events included an Ice Hogs hockey clinic, a
K-9 Show that was led by the Rockford Police Depart-
ment, the Discovery Center Science Exhibits visited
SCC.

Two club members from SCC, Demetris Wallace and
De’Gyon Macklin represented the Boys & Girls Club of
Rockford at the 1st Annual lllinois Jets Youth Track &
Field Community Health and Wellness Event. They both
did a wonderful job and enjoyed their experience. They
both participated in the 200-meter and 400-meter run
and represented the Boys & Girls Club of Rockford in a
positive way.

Carlson’s Busy Summer

The Summer program was in full swing at the Carl-
son Unit keeping nearly 100 members busy each day.

SMART Girls kept busy by writing in daily journals,
making life-size cutouts of themselves and going to
Anderson Gardens for a tour and Tai Chi demonstra-
tion. The Healthy Habits group
kept active with relays, word
games, worksheets, and Steppin
Out This Summer -a daily walking
program for participants walking a
minimum of 15 minutes daily.

Project Learn members wrote
letters and drew pictures for Lt.
Col. Wright who is stationed over-
seas, played word games, trivia Bingo and held scav-
enger hunts

The Triple Play Gym was busy with two ball soccer
games, potato sack relays, Steal the Bacon, Calling
All Cars, volleyball, floor hockey and Dodge Ball. Up in
the Games room the action continued with games of
Spoons, Pool, Carpet Bowling Tournaments, Ping
Pong and Wii Nintendo Challenges including Just
Dance and Wii Resort

Field Trips were taken to Sand Park Pool, Rockford
Speedway and the Carlson Ice Arena as well as the
public library. Small groups of ten kids go to the library
every week as well.

The Discovery Center visited the Club with an in-
teractive exhibit about space, and Hammy, the Ice
Hogs mascot and a few players came to teach the
kids a little about floor hockey!

Spelling Bee S-U-C-C-E-S-S

The Boys and Girls Club
Youth Theatre Program pre-
sented their annual summer
musical The 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling Bee
July 23-25 featuring a cast of
youth performers from all
around the Rockford-area ranging from 1% Graders to
High School Juniors.

Directed by Elliot Welsh, this show marks the B&G
Club Theatre Program's sixth summer production in
three years and features a cast of grade, middle, and
high school students and the production crew made
up of college and high school students; from the direc-
tor to the choreographer, sound, make-up and set de-
signer

Spelling Bee is a one act musical comedy center-
ing around a fictional spelling bee set in a geographi-
cally ambiguous Putnam Valley Middle School. Six
quirky adolescents compete in the Bee, run by three
equally-quirky grown-ups.

For more information on our Programs and Services click on our website at:
www.rockfordboysandgirlsclub.org




Digital Arts Suite and Festivals

Club Tech’s Digital Arts Suite
teaches members ages 6 to 18 how
to create computer-generated art. In
each of the five tutorials (Web Tech,
Design Tech, Photo Tech, Music
Tech and Movie Tech), members
advance through three levels of ani-
mated lessons online and participate in instructor-led group activities.
Club members ages 10 to 18 are invited to submit their artwork to the
annual Club Tech Digital Arts Festivals,
which celebrate Club members' creativity in
Web design, graphic design, photo illustra-
tion, music composition and film production/
screenplay writing. The Club Tech Digital
Arts Suite and Festivals are components of a partnership between Boys & Girls Clubs of Amer-
ica, founding partner Microsoft and Best Buy Children's Foundation to equip America’s youth
with essential digital literacy skills.

Club Units Blackhawk Unit 815-961-1213 * Carlson Unit 815-633-2287 * Flodin Unit 815-332-4988 *
Northwest Unit  815-490-0700 * Orton Keyes Unit 815-316-0073 *
Our Saviors Lutheran Church Unit 815-399-0531* 2nd Congregational Church Unit  815-963-8431 *
Administrative Offices  815-972-5973 * Baseball Offices 815-637-4329 Summer
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